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Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia (CDH) is a birth defect that occurs when the diaphragm does not fully form, allowing organs to enter the chest cavity preventing lung growth. 

CDH strikes 1 in every 2500 babies, of all races, religious backgrounds, and financial status - no matter how well the prenatal care.  

50% of babies born with CDH do not survive.

The cause of Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia is not yet known.

Michael had a very severe case of CDH, with most of his organs in his chest cavity and very little lung.

In lieu of flowers the family requests donations to be made in memory of Michael to:

CHERUBS – The Association of Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Research, Awareness and Support, 3650 Rogers Rd #290, Wake Forest, NC 27587.  

Checks can be made out to CHERUBS.  In the memo line please write “In memory of Michael John Richards”. 

Donations can be made on-line at http://www.cdhdonations.org

Or to Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church Youth Fund, 58 Main St, Brookstone, NY 39746

Checks can be made out to Our Lady of Guadalupe.  In the memo line please write “In memory of Michael John Richards”. 
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In loving memory of
Michael John Richards
[image: ]
January 1, 2010 – January 3, 2010



	
Little Angels 
(Author unknown)

When God calls little children to dwell with Him above,
We mortals sometime question the wisdom of His love.
For no heartache compares with the death of one small child,
Who does so much to make our world, seem wonderful and mild.
Perhaps God tires of calling the aged to his fold,
So He picks a rosebud, before it can grow old.
God knows how much we need them, and so He takes but few,
To make the land of Heaven more beautiful to view.
Believing this is difficult still somehow we must try,
The saddest word mankind knows will always be "good bye".
So when a little child departs, we who are left behind,
Must realize God loves children, Angels are hard to find.
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These are my Footprints
(Author unknown)

"These are my footprints, 
so perfect and so small. 
These tiny footprints 
never touched the ground at all. 
Not one tiny footprint, 
for now I have wings. 
These tiny footprints were meant 
for other things. 
You will hear my tiny footprints, 
in the patter of the rain. 
Gentle drops like angel's tears, 
of joy and not from pain. 
You will see my tiny footprints, 
in each butterflies' lazy dance. 
I'll let you know I'm with you 
if you just give me the chance. 
You will see my tiny footprints, 
in the rustle of the leaves. 
I will whisper names into the wind, 
and call each one that grieves. 
Most of all, these tiny footprints, 
are found on Mommy and Daddy's hearts. 
'Cause even though I'm gone now, 
We'll never truly part."
	
	
Family Visitation – Wednesday, January 6, 2010, 7:00 pm
St. Charles Funeral Home, Brookstone, NY

Memorial Service – Thursday, January 7, 2010, 2:00 pm
Our Lady Of Guadalupe Catholic Church
58 Main St, Brookstone, NY 39746
Eulogy by Father Paul Robertson
“Amazing Grace” sung by Michael’s aunt, Betsy Hammond
Letters to Michael from his parents read by his godparents Bill Ross and Kathy Williams 
“Jesus Loves The Little Children” sung by Little Blossoms Pre-School Students

Internment – Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Jackson, NY


Michael was born to John and Mary Richards of Brookstone, NY.  He is survived by his parents, big sister, Faith, grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins.

Michael was a very special little boy.    Diagnosed with Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia while Mary was pregnant, Michael was fought for and wanted very much.   Faith loved to sing to him in Mary’s stomach and color pictures for him.   John and Mary and our congregation prayed for him daily.   It is never easy to understand God’s will when such a young life is taken.

He was named for the Archangel Michael, a more appropriate name could not have been chosen.   He battled CDH for 2 long days, with his parents at his side.  He was an inspiration to his family, friends and all who met him or heard his story.   The goodness he bought out in people, including strangers, has taught us all about true love and compassion.   
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